
The collection of writings which
are inspired scripture.

included within
the canon. I.e, a book which is in
the canon of scripture is canonical

The status of a
writing being canonical

Recognition of a writing as canonical

The discussion of canonicity exists to answer the following questions:
1. Which books and words were inspired of God?
2. How were these books and words determined so to be?
3. Who determined what books were inspired?

Since the Bible was inspired of God, the next question that must be answered is this:
Of all of the writings of men, which were given by inspiration and belong in the Bible?

As soon as the first book of the Bible was given by inspiration
and 'put to parchment', there was a canon - a canon of one
book. As each new book was written, it was immediately part
of that canon - regardless of whether people knew it or not.

God's people didn't come together after every-
thing was written and decide what books should
be in the Bible. As books were written, they were
accepted one at a time by God's people.

When God's people recognized a book as canonical, we
refer to this as 'canonization' - but remember that this didn't
make the book canonical. God did that.

Paul mentioned that the Christians at Thessa-
lonica particularly (doubtless among others)
had recognized the word of God from the
apostles as canonical, and not simply the
words of men.

The Children of Israel at Sinai
recognized the words of God as
being from God, and committed
themselves to do them.

John the Baptist pointed
out the responsibility of
the people of God to
receive the testimony of
God as being from Him.

In the book of 2 Peter, Peter
mentioned Paul's letters and
"the other scriptures",
recognizing Paul's letters as
scripture while Paul was still
alive.

In 1 Timothy, Paul refers to two passages both as scripture -
one is from the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy, and the
other from the book of Luke, quoting Jesus.

From the above passages we see that as the Biblical books were written, nearly immediately they were accepted as scripture
by their readers. They didn't wait for some kind of council or pronouncement, they simply accepted the word of God.

There is a true canon. God has actually
spoken. It has never been the job of people
to make the canon, only to determine what
God has already made.

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: (2 Tim 3:16)
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13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually
worketh also in you that believe. (1Thes 2:13)

7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all
these words which the LORD commanded him. 8 And all the people answered
together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the
words of the people unto the LORD. (Exo 19:7-8)

15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother
Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16 As also in all
his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other
scriptures, unto their own destruction. (2Pe 3:15-16)

31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the
earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. 32 And what he hath seen and heard, that he
testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony. 33 He that hath received his testimony hath set
to his seal that God is true. 34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for
God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. (Joh 3:31-34)

18 For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that
treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his
reward. (1Tim 5:18)
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1. God gave the canon of Scripture over time, book by book

2. God's people have recognized the canon over time, book by book
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Religious writings that
are not part of the accepted canon of
scripture, though believed to be so by
some. (etymology: hidden, secret)
of doubtful authenticity.

apocrypha

MY
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1. The claim that councils of the universal church came together to determine what
books belong in the Bible, (leading to us having the books we have today) is untrue.

These claims come from two
main sources. One is the Catholic
Church, which tries to claim church
authority over the Bible. They claim that
the Catholic church gave us the Bible.

Another main source of these claims is from those who disbelieve that God
truly gave any inspired books. If there are no truly canonical books, then the
canon of scripture is arbitrary, and ultimately just a decision of men to include
or exclude books. Typically those who believe this claim that the books that
were included or excluded primarily for political and theological purposes.

It is true that the hierarchical "church"
had synods and councils to establish in
their doctrines what books were
authoritative, however, these books had
been long before accepted by scriptural
churches. The councils only recognized
what had already been accepted.

Beyond this, other
councils decided on
different sets of books,
but despite this, scriptural
churches never accepted
them. (e.g. Council of
Laodicea 363 AD)

The Catholic church has also tried to take a
second go at determining the canon. From
1545 to 1563, in response to the Protestant
Reformation, the Council of Trent added the
apocryphal books as scripture to provide
more basis for their doctrines in the face of
the cry of "sola scriptura."

The Catholic church refers to the apocrypha as the
"deuterocanonical books" because the word "apocrypha"
means that the books are non-canonical. Older English
Bibles often included the apocrypha, but they were titled
under the heading of "apocrypha" because they were not
viewed as scripture.

By the time of Christ, the Jews already had a canon of scripture. This did not include the apocryphal books (and does not
today.) All of the Catholic-accepted apocryphal books predate the New Testament, but the apostles, Christ, and the Jews
did not consider them scripture or refer to them as such.

. Think of Moses, writing the words of God down. Everyone knew who he was. Paul the Apostle was known to be

. of God. These were people recognized in their time by the people of God, not anonymous books popping up years later.

. In many cases, God himself endorsed the book, told the writer to write it, and told the people to follow it. The leaders of

. God's people would also tell the people to be obedient to the book.

. It's not common to come across a book that has every mark of inspiration. Have you as a Christian read any book other

. than the Bible that was error-free, that the Holy Spirit helped you understand, that was entirely consistent?

As God's people saw the marks above and others, they immediately accepted many of the books of the Bible as they .
. were written as scripture.(see 1 Thes. 2:13, other side) They knew who had written it, they recognized its content as inerrant
. and authoritative. They didn't wait for a council or synod or pronouncement, because Biblical churches didn't accept any
such thing. All they accepted were God's words from God's messengers.

For example, the New Testament quotes the Old Testament over 850 times.

It was not until the Synod of Rome under Pope Damasus in A.D.
382, followed by the Councils of Hippo and Carthage, that the
Catholic Church defined, albeit non-infallibly, which books made it
into the New Testament and which didn’t.

In the early church, when the proto-orthodox and then the orthodox
Christian leaders who were making decisions were debating over
which books to be included in Scripture, they had several criteria in
mind that books had to pass in order to “make it in.”

catholic.com (Catholic Answers) ehrmanblog.org (Bart Ehrman, NT scholar and agnostic)
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recognition as scripture:

1. The book is written by a recognized God-approved apostle or prophet

2. God himself or a God-ordained messenger presented the book as scripture

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein:
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. (Joshua 1:8)

14 But if ye will not hearken unto me,
and will not do all these commandments; 15 And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that
ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break my covenant: 16 I also will do this unto you; I will even appoint
over you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow
_ your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. (Lev 26:14-16)

3. God judged people for their disobedience toward the content of the book

4. The book itself claims to be scripture "...thus saith the LORD..." (e.g. Ex. 32:27, Joshua 7:13, 1 Sam 15:2, 1 Kings
20:13, 1 Chron 17:4, Isa 37:6, Jer 6:9, Exek. 22:3, Zech 1:16, etc.)

5. The book has the marks of inspiration (inerrant and consistent, authoritative)

6. Other scripture references it as scripture

7. The book was accepted immediately as scripture



Canonicity - The Compilation of our Bible Page 3

6. The book was not accepted by the churches

7. The book has not been preserved verbally and plenarily
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4. Uninspired texts were rejected based on certain criteria

5. Canonicity extends to the words, not just the books

Negative marks against
recognition as scripture:

1. The author of the book is doubtful or questioned For example, from the apocryphal books, 2 Maccabees
has an unknown writer, as does Tobit, Judith, and many others.

For example, the book of 1 Maccabees claims that
. prophets had ceased (and therefore refutes itself as being prophetic) There was great tribulation in Israel, the like
. of which had not been since the time prophets ceased to appear among them. (1 Maccabees 9:27) None of the apocryphal
. books claim to be scripture.

For example, The book of Judith incorrectly
. says that Nebuchadnezzar was the king Assyria. In reality, he was the king of Babylon.

The Bible does sometimes quote from non-canonical sources, such as .
. Paul quoting a pagan poet, but a lack of a book (especially an Old Testament book) being referenced in any other book
. of scripture is a strong indication that it is not accepted. The apocryphal books are not quoted in the rest of scripture with a
. few questionable exeptions.

Both the Old and the
_ New Testament condemn listening to a prophet that preaches
something contradictory to prior revelation. The Bible must be
consistent. Books that introduce contradictions must be rejected.

Apocryphal books introduce doctrine that is inconsistent and
contradictory to the rest of scripture, for example, Tobit advocates
works salvation in that almsgiving can save from death:

Tobit 4:11, "For alms deliver from all sin, and from death, and will not
suffer the soul to go into darkness."

Tobit 12:9, "For alms delivereth from death, and the same is that which
purgeth away sins, and maketh to find mercy and life everlasting."

Scriptural churches have repudiated all the books but the accepted canon, and it cannot now be changed. Canonicity is
not open for question any longer. The reasons given above indicate why the books were accepted by the churches, and
we are not in the position to add or take away. (See: Revelation 22:18-19)

Several of the Apocryphal books were written in Hebrew, but the original words have been lost and we only have Greek
_ or Latin translations. Because God promises to preserve his words, these books cannot be inspired scripture.

_ The canon consists of what God gives, and God's people simply
_ recognized what he gave. What God gave were inspired words which
he promised to preserve (Psalm 12:6-7) When churches recognized the
canon, they were not just recognizing books as canonical, but that the words
were the inspired words of God.

In the same way we cannot change the books that God has given, and that
the discussion of what is in the canon is not open for us to debate any
longer, neither should we be able to change the words of scripture and
debate switching to long-rejected words, as modern textual criticism asks us
to do.

Conclusion: The canon stands alone. A. None of the books rightly have any reason to be removed, none of them
contradict, all show the evidences of inspiration. B. No books in the world match the canonical scripture. None of the
apocrypha or any other books lie in contention to be considered as scripture. C. The churches accepted these books long
ago. The time for debate is past. Both the books we have, and the words we have are no longer open to be challenged.

2. The book does not claim to be scripture or claims not to be

3. The book is not quoted in other scripture

4. The contents of the book are not credible or edifying, or contain errors

5. The book contradicts other scriptures 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. (Gal 1:8)

1 If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer
of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 2
And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof
he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other
gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve
them; 3 Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of
that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the
LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye
love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul. (Deu 13:1-3 )

6 The words of the LORD are pure
words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth,
purified seven times. 7 Thou shalt keep
them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them
from this generation for ever. (Psa 12:6-7)

Suggested reading on inspiration, preservation, and canonicity:

■ Thou Shalt Keep Them : A Biblical Theology of the Perfect Preservation of Scripture Paperback – 2003, Kent
Brandenburg, Editor
■ Landmarks of English Bible: Manuscript Evidence - Revised Dec 2009, Robert Sargent
■ The Identity of the New Testament Text - Revised 2014, Wilbur Pickering (Has extremely valuable information and a
good flow, but there are some bones to spit out)


