
Every word is inspired by God.
Nothing in the scripture is something that
was not intended by God to be there.

When the scripture was written through inspiration,
nobody messed up. The wrong words weren't written
down. The authors didn't misunderstand God.

All parts of the Bible are equally
authoritative. Nothing is less inspired.
There are not gradients of inspiration.

When the scripture was written through inspiration,
nobody was wrong. Incorrect statements about history,
theology, or science are not contained in the Bible.

The doctrine of the inspiration of scripture explains how the words
of scripture, though penned by men, are in fact the very words of
God.

Based on Biblical passages that describe the Bible and its
composition, we see that inspiration is both verbal and plenary

The scripture is trustworthy at an even more
sure level than a voice from heaven. It wasn't
written based on man's ideas or will, but the
holy Ghost moved them to write.

Consider these facts from scripture:

- All scripture is given by inspiration (inspired) [2 Tim 3:16]
- This inspiration that gave us the scripture is of God through the
Holy Spirit [2 Peter 1:21]
- As such, every word is part of the word of God [Matthew 4:4]
- With no exceptions given, we are told that the word of God is
profitable for doctrine, reproof, instruction in Righteousness [2 Tim
3:16] and that it is quick (alive) and powerful [Hebrews 4:12]

Defenders of the scripture also hold to two further doctrines - Inerrancy of scripture and
Infallibility of scripture. We recognize that if the Bible is God's word, and God is the one who did
the inspiration (God-breathed), than there can be no mistakes or errors.

Most Evangelicals today believe that the Bible was given by inspiration which was both verbal and plenary, in the
autographs or original manuscripts. That is, the originally handwritten pages written by Moses or Paul or Jeremiah were
Inerrant, but that since then, things might have been corrupted.

Inspiration is a process in which God uses a man to write down His own words. In this process, we
still see the character of the writers in their books, but nothing they say is in any way different from
what God intended. The end result is inspired words, not inspired writers. Just because someone
penned one book of scripture does not mean any other book by them is inspired.

The inspired words of scripture were given in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. The Old Testament is mostly written in
Hebrew. There is some Aramaic, written in Hebrew script. The New Testament is mostly written in Greek. There are
a few Aramaic words, written in Greek script. The KJV refers to the Aramaic language as "Syrian"

Divinely breathed in, God-breathed, inscripturated

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: (2 Tim 3:16)

4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God. (Mat 4:4)

2 In hope of eternal life,
which God, that cannot
lie, promised before the
world began; (Tit 1:2)

12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart. (Heb 4:12)
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17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18 And this voice which came from
heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 19 We
have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21 For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. (2Pe 1:17-21)
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If we believe only that the scripture was given by inspiration in the original manuscripts and nothing supernatural or
providential followed, then as soon as the first copy was made, the inerrant Bible was lost. If this is the case, from then
even to the present, we are left in doubt about what is really the word of God.

Psalm 12:6-7 tells us that God would preserve the
very words of scripture to every generation forever. This means
that if some new words came up claiming to be scripture in the
future, we would know that could not be so. We should keep using
the words we've had in every generation.

The printing press was invented in the
1400s. So for more than a thousand years
after the completion of the Bible, every
copy had to be written out by hand.

Because of this, it is true that every copy
would have mistakes. However, they
wouldn't end up with the same mistakes.
Scriptural churches were careful and did
not use Bibles they viewed as corrupted.
They knew they were given the job to
keep the word of God.

Since God has promised to keep his words to every Generation,
where are these words? We expect to find the verbal plenary
inspired words in verbal plenary preserved condition - and we do.

The Hebrew Words are preserved in old manuscripts called the
Masoretic Text. (They have since been digitized and are available
on your computer)

The Greek Words are preserved in old manuscripts called the
Textus Receptus (There are multiple editions, a compilation that has
been shown through time to not have printing mistakes or mistypes
is the Scrivener edition) This too has been digitized.

If you believe the doctrine of verbal, plenary preservation, you must believe that the proper words of the Bible are words that
were available to all generations. In the 1800s, manuscripts were found that some people claim are more accurate. Most
modern translations decided to no longer translate from the words the churches were using, and to instead mix-and-match
words that they thought belonged based on certain principles.

This mixing and matching is called textual criticism. The principles used in modern textual criticism assume that God has not
preserved his words to all generations. Bibles using these newly discovered manuscripts have words that were not present
in the Bibles of any biblical or even unbiblical churches for hundreds of years!

Paraphrase – Restates the concepts in a new
way
Dynamic Equivalence – Retains meaning
thought-for-thought
Proper – Retains the meaning of all of the
words
Literal – Literally translates every word while
losing meaning
Interlinear – Translates word-for-word
retaining the grammar of the original language

A proper translation in any language must be
made from the correct set of words, and also
using the right translation methods.
Many Bibles today are made using both the
wrong words and the wrong methods. (NIV,
CSB, NLT)

Some Bibles use mostly right methods but
the wrong words (NASB, ESV)

A very small number use the right words but
the wrong methods. (the only two popularized
at all are the NKJV and the MEV)

6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver
tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.
7 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve
them from this generation for ever. (Psa 12:6-7)

Did God tell us that we would have the original words even today?
Yes! This is explained in the doctrine of preservation

6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver
tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.
7 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve
them from this generation for ever. (Psa 12:6-7)

23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever. (1Pe 1:23)

1 And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them,
Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I
speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them,
and keep, and do them. (Deu 5:1)

The Bible makes a difference between
keeping and doing [Deut 5:1]. To keep is to
protect and safeguard something.

God has a role of protecting and safeguarding his
word - preservation of keeping. [Psalm 12:7]

God's people have a role of protecting and
safeguarding his word. [Deuteronomy 5:1]

keep
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