
mono = one, theos =
God; monotheism = belief in one God

poly = many, theos =
God; polytheism = belief in many gods

6 Thus saith the LORD the King of
Israel, and his redeemer the LORD
of hosts; I am the first, and I am the
last; and beside me there is no God.
(Isa 44:6)

35 Unto thee it was
shewed, that thou mightest
know that the LORD he is
God; there is none else
beside him. (Deu 4:35)

2And the earth was without form, and void;
and darkness was upon the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters. (Gen 1:2)

16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God,
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
(1Co 3:16)

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. (2 Cor
3:17 )

14 How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
without spot to God, purge your conscience
from dead works to serve the living God? (Heb
9:14)

3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and
to keep back part of the price of the land? 4
Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and
after it was sold, was it not in thine own
power? why hast thou conceived this thing in
thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but
unto God. (Act 5:3-4)

15 For there is one
God, and one mediator
between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus;
(1 Tim 2:15)

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with
this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye
ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 24 God that made the
world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; (Acts 17:23-24)

Trinity - One God Eternally in Three Persons

monotheism

polytheism

foundational truth

foundational truth

foundational truth

#1

#2

#3

There is only one God (monotheism)

The Bible shows us three persons, each God, each eternal.

There is One God, eternally in three persons

Those who critique the Trinity often claim
that the Trinity is a claim of three Gods - or
that the Trinity somehow violates
monotheism. However, this is not true. We
strongly affirm that there is only one God.
Any claim that trinitarians are poytheistic is
a misunderstanding of the Trinity.

The FATHER is God

The FATHER is eternal

The WORD (son) is God

The WORD (son) is eternal

The HOLY GHOST (spirit) is God

The HOLY GHOST (spirit) is eternal

3 Grace be to you and
peace from God the Father,
and from our Lord Jesus
Christ (Gal 1:3)

27 Labour not for the meat
which perisheth, but for
that meat which endureth
unto everlasting life, which
the Son of man shall give
unto you: for him hath God
the Father sealed. (John
6:27)
6 One God and Father of
all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.
(Eph 4:6)

16 Doubtless thou art our
father, though Abraham be
ignorant of us, and Israel
acknowledge us not: thou,
O LORD, art our father,
our redeemer; thy
name is from ever-
lasting. (Isa 63:16)

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made by him; and without
him was not any thing made that was made.
(John 1:1-3)

8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever. (Hebrews 13:8)

58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Before Abraham was, I am. (John 8:58 )

27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy
finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither
thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be
not faithless, but believing. 28 And Thomas
answered and said unto him, My Lord and my
God. 29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas,
because thou hast seen me, thou hast
believed: blessed are they that have not seen,
and yet have believed. (Joh 20:27-29)
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
(Isa 9:6)

7 For there are three that bear record
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and
the Holy Ghost: and these three are
one. (1Jn 5:7)

16And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo,
the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. (Mat 3:16-17)

We don't believe in the Trinity because some church council told us to believe in the Trinity. We don't believe in the Trinity because we
have some theological point to prove. We believe in the Trinity because the Bible tells us there is one God, and the Bible shows us that
One God consists of three separate persons. Because the Bible says it, we believe it.

A thinking individual with a
mind and a will
person

foundational truth#4 God is not a man (not human)
When we say that God is in three persons, we mean that within the one being of God
there is the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, each who have a will and an individuality.
These 'persons' are not humans. Likewise, angels are persons and not human.



becoming a human

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the
uncorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted
beasts, and creeping things. (Rom 1:22-23)

19 God is not a man, that he should lie;
neither the son of man, that he should
repent: hath he said, and shall he not
do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he
not make it good? (Num 23:19)

9 ...I will not return to destroy
Ephraim: for I am God, and not
man; the Holy One in the midst
of thee: and I will not enter into
the city. (Hos 11:9b)

30 And grieve not the holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of
redemption. (Eph 4:30)

2 As they ministered to the Lord,
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for
the work whereunto I have called
them. (Act 13:2)

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he
will shew you things to come. (Joh 16:13)

can gravity be grieved? No, only
personal being can be grieved an impersonal force does not hear, speak, and guide. Impersonal forces don't choose people

incarnation

foundational truth

foundational truth

foundational truth

#5

#6

#7

The persons of the Godhead are personal - not simply 'forces'

The Trinity has been progressively revealed

The Three persons are not the same person

When we think of the Father, we may tend to imagine him as a human being, e.g. having a human face, etc., but humanity is a creation of
God. God is an eternal, invisible spirit (John 4:24) (1 Timothy 1:17) and he has eternally existed without a body, with no human brain, etc.
God does not think like we think (Isaiah 55:8) - this is not only the case with different types of thoughts, but that we must reason and
recall and use logic. God simply knows all things inherently by the nature of his omnipotence (all power) and omniscience (all knowing)

But wait a second! Jesus was a man! Right? Remember these important facts: 1. "Jesus" is the personal name of the second person
of the trinity (i.e. the Word, The Son) - and that person is eternal. 2. Jesus only became a man (i.e. added a human nature to his eternal
divine nature at a specific point of time (born in Bethlehem). Before then he was not a human in any sense. 3. Though the Son has
appeared in the form of a human (visibly looking like a man - Christophany such as Joshua 5:14), prior to him being born, this does not
mean that he was human before his birth, but simply that he was fulfilling his role as being the visible image of the invisible God. 4. Jesus
became a human man in time and by choice, but in eternity and by nature he is a divine spirit, and like God, was not inherently human.

Mainly the Holy Spirit is said by certain groups to only be an impersonal force - not an individual person. The Father and Son are both
clearly shown to be personal, so they aren't attacked in this way so much. However, the Holy Spirit, though mentioned in this way less
often than the Father or Son, is still clearly shown to be personal. Gravity is an impersonal force, and so is electromagnetism.

The same as much of the doctrine in the Bible, though we see hints at the Trinity throughout scripture, it became clearer as more
revelation was given. Jews in the Old Testament would see something was up (God is one God, but what about these plurals?), but not
until Christ came to earth and was revealed as God, did the truth become fully apparent.

A popular misconception and heresy says that there are not really three persons, but simply one person who appears in three ways, or
has three 'modes', or reveals himself in three forms. However, if there is only one person, many verses become nonsensical.

However, looking back with a New Testament vantage point, we can see that the Trinity was there all along.

detour:important INCARNATION
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Old Testament hints at multiple persons in the Godhead New Testament Reveals

26 And God said, Let
us make man in our
image, after our
likeness: and let them
have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over
every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the
earth. (Gen 1:26)

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying,
Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?
Then said I, Here am I; send me. (Isa 6:8)
22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the
man is become as one of us, to know good
and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand,
and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and
live for ever: (Gen 3:22)

6 Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever:
the sceptre of thy
kingdom is a right
sceptre. 7 Thou lovest
righteousness, and
hatest wickedness:
therefore God, thy
God, hath anointed
thee with the oil of
gladness above thy
fellows. (Psa 45:6-7)

8 But unto the Son he
saith, Thy throne, O God,
is for ever and ever: a
sceptre of righteousness is
the sceptre of thy
kingdom. 9 Thou hast
loved righteousness, and
hated iniquity; therefore
God, even thy God, hath
anointed thee with the oil
of gladness above thy
fellows. (Heb 1:8-9)

7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound
their language, that they may not understand
one another's speech. (Gen 11:7)

The
Father's
love for
the Son
only
makes
sense if
they are
distinct
persons.

The
Father's
and Son's
separate
wills only
make
sense if
they are
distinct
persons.

The Son's
self-
limitations in
the
incarnation
only make
sense if there
are distinct
persons in the
Godhead.

20 For the Father
loveth the Son, and
sheweth him all things
that himself doeth:
and he will shew him
greater works than
these, that ye may
marvel. (John 5:20)

42 Saying,
Father, if thou be
willing, remove
this cup from
me: nevertheless
not my will, but
thine, be done.
(Luke 22:42)

32 But of that day
and that hour
knoweth no man,
no, not the angels
which are in
heaven, neither the
Son, but the Father.
(Mar 13:32)

52 And Jesus
increased in
wisdom and
stature, and in
favour with God
and man. (Luke
2:52)



Trinity - One God Eternally in Three Persons page 3

foundational truth

foundational truth

#8

#9

The Trinity is not paradoxical or self-contradictory

The Three persons have different roles and authority

The Trinity is confusing to us because it is unique - when we think of three persons, we think of three separate beings. But God is one
being with three persons. Because we are unfamiliar with this in everyday life, we have difficulty comprehending it.
However, there is nothing inherently contradictory in one being having three persons.

"God is one person
in three persons"

"God the son came
into existence when
He was born"

"God is one person
with three ways of
expressing himself"wrong

wrong wrong

Incorrect
views on the

Trinity
often are
self-

contradicting

One cannot be
equal to three.
This is self

contradictory.

God by definition is self-
existing and eternal. If a

person came into
existence, they cannot

be God.

This leads to God the
Father's will and God the
son's will really only being
the will of one person,
and loses coherence.

God being one God in three persons is part of his
nature as God - and God is one-of-a-kind. We
shouldn't expect God to seem familiar.

Because of God's uniqueness, we often try to use
analogies or similes to explain God's triune nature
- but these will always fall short of the truth.

DANGER!

Not Recommended illustrations of the trinity

The trinity is like an egg -
there's a shell, a yolk, and
white, but only one egg!

The trinity is like h20 - the same
thing can be vapor, water, or ice!
Three in one!

The trinity is like a person. We also
have three parts - body, soul, and spirit.

Illustrations of the Trinity are more likely to lead a person into a false understanding
of the trinity than a true one. We can explain earthly things by comparison to other
earthly things, but the best way to explain God is by using His word. Making a 'false
image' of God in our minds with inadequate illustrations won't help us!

To whom then will ye liken God?
or what likeness will ye compare
unto him? (Isaiah 40:18)

But each part is only 1/3 of the
egg, and each person in the
Godhead is 100% God. The
egg is made up of parts that
take up space, but God is
immaterial and invisible.

But God is all three at once. Also,
the three persons of God cannot
change into the other. The Son
doesn't become the Father, nor
does the Father become the Spirit.

But a person is one person, and God is
three persons. And one of the three
persons is the Holy Spirit, but it is not
the same as a human spirit.

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are God. But the Father is not the Son, the Son is not the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is not the
Father. They are distinct persons. Three separate persons that are one God.

Although the persons of the Godhead
are not the same - they are all one.
They are all the one true God. Because
of this, any of the three persons can
simply be called "God." This is said
most frequently of the Father.

26 But when the Comforter is
come, whom I will send unto
you from the Father, even the
Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he
shall testify of me: (Joh 15:26)

1And Jesus being
full of the Holy
Ghost returned from
Jordan, and was led
by the Spirit into the
wilderness (Luk 4:1)

19 Then answered Jesus and said unto
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
The Son can do nothing of himself, but
what he seeth the Father do: for what
things soever he doeth, these also
doeth the Son likewise. (Joh 5:19)

The Spirit
is not the
Father, He
proceeds
from the
Father.

Jesus is
not the
Spirit, but
was led by
the Holy
Spirit.

The Son is
not the
Father, he
does what
he sees the
Father do.

30 I and my
Father are
one. (John
10:30)

1 In the beginning was the
Word (Son), and the Word
(Son) was with God
(Father), and the Word was
God. (Deity) (Joh 1:1 )

34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a
loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani? which is, being interpreted,
My God, (Father) my God, (Father) why
hast thou forsaken me? (Mar 15:34)

28 And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the
Son also himself be subject unto him
that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all. (1Co 15:28)
3 But I would have you know, that
the head of every man is Christ; and
the head of the woman is the man;
and the head of Christ is God. (1Co
11:3)

15Who is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of
every creature: (Col 1:15)

One of the son's roles is to be
the visible representation of the
invisible Father.

The Father is the head over the Son The spirit doesn't speak of
his own will, but what he
hears from the Father.

18 No man hath seen God at
any time; the only begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of
the Father, he hath declared
him. (Joh 1:18)

16 Howbeit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not
speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear,
that shall he speak: and
he will shew you things
to come. (Joh 16:13)

Just like the
case of the
God-given
roles within a
family,
remember
that a
difference in
function does
NOT mean an
inferiority in
nature.

If you can believe it, in this study we've only scratched the surface of the doctrine of the Trinity. There are
hours of study and hundreds of verses that reveal the truth on this subject about the very nature of God.


