
1. Biggest thing: The prayer will do them no good. It will
not save them
2. Now, if they are convicted by the Holy Spirit, they can
push this convic�on away. “I already prayed a prayer. I
already did that.”
3. Now, if someone tries to witness to them, they have an
excuse. “I already prayed a prayer. I already did that.” This
will certainlymake it harder for the witnessing person.
Now they have to show the person that they have a false
profession. Or it could confuse the witnessing person. They
may accept the unsaved person’s word and stop witnessing
to them.
4. Based on the above, leading the person in a false
profession could actually PREVENT a future witnessing
a�empt. You may be leading the person into hell when if
you hadn’t done this, someone could have led them to
heaven later on!

1. Once again, they will not be saved. Maybe they will
believe something, or maybe they will just be confused.
The second is almost be�er, because the first means you
have now “saved” them into a false religion – they believe
they are saved based on some belief that was a false and
confused version of what you wanted them to believe.
2. Likewise, #s 2-4 above also apply. Addi�onally, this
person may be very sincere. They may even try to tell
others based on their sincerity. But they will be sincerely
wrong. And they are s�ll going to hell.

"But maybe they really would have believed if you didn’t make it harder. Maybe they won’t do it now since you made it more difficult!"

Answer: If you have explained the plan of salva�on correctly, you don’t need to do anything else. They don’t need to pray a prayer. If they were
convinced by what you said, then they might have been saved just this moment! Salva�on comes when we believe, and we don’t have to ask Jesus
into our heart or any such thing. The fact is, if the fruit is really that ripe, either they will believe without you, or they’ll ask you to help them right
then. If you have to push them into believing, it’s not God that is doing the work, and the belief is illegi�mate.

Have a sincerity test. Give the person an out. Make it easier to quit than to go on
with the prayer. If they are really sincere, they will want to con�nue.
But always give the op�on for the person to con�nue.

Things you could say:
“God wants you to believe on Jesus Christ as I have described and be saved. The
Bible says ‘now is the accepted �me, now is the day of salva�on.’ I would be more
than happy to help you when you are ready to believe on Jesus Christ. Here’s a card
with my informa�on on it. You can call me up when you are ready.”
Or
“I know you are in a hurry, and I don’t want you to rush into anything. Praying a
prayer can’t save you, only true belief on Jesus Christ can do that. I’d be glad to be
there with you and explain anything more you need so you can believe on Jesus
Christ whenever you need me. Here’s a tract from our church. I wrote my name on
it. Just call them up and tell them you want to speak to me and I’ll be glad to come
out and help you.”

Have an understanding test. Have the person confirm back to you their
understanding of what you just told them. Do this before you ever try and lead them
in a “sinners prayer” or give them assurance.
Note: Never lead someone in a prayer if they s�ll claim they are saved! Ask them!
Make sure they admit they are unsaved! (e.g. “Do you believe you are saved and
going to heaven, or going to hell?) Examples:
1. “I want to make sure you understand what I have told you about salva�on. Can
you tell me what you believe a person must understand and do to have eternal life?”
Or 2. “Can you list to me all the ways that a person can get to heaven?”

Lead someone to Christ for real
23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven.
22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done
many wonderful works?
23And then will I profess unto them, I never
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

There will be many who will say on the day of judgment that they are Christians, who God
will cast out. If this is the case, these people have a profession, doubtless many of them
prayed a prayer or followed some plan of salvation. But something was wrong! How can we
do our best as witnesses to make sure those we lead to Christ have the right plan of salvation
and will really make it to heaven?

what we don't want
1. Someone to say a prayer or make a profession if they don’t truly believe
2. Someone to say a prayer or make a profession if they don’t understand what we’ve told them
3. Someone to say a prayer or make a profession based on incomplete informa�on

The person who doesn't truly believe (insincere)The person who doesn't truly believe (insincere)

The person who doesn't understand (confused)The person who doesn't understand (confused)

what's the danger in just having them
pray the prayer?

what's the danger in just having them
pray the prayer?

How should I properly deal with the person who
doesn't truly believe?

How should I properly deal with the person who
doesn't understand?

A possible objection from those who try to coerce prayers from insincere people:

In this case, we give a thorough, scriptural, accurate plan of salva�on, and the person understands completely what we have said. Then we ask the person if
they want to “get saved.” Because they have gone this far, many people will say yes – but they don’t mean it. The soul winner who just wants to get
numbers will have this person say a prayer and then proclaim them saved. They aren’t really a soul winner then – but they will look be�er to everyone else.

Most people will not understand the plan of salva�on (despite how simple it is) the first few �mes they hear it. Why? Because they are blending it with the
false salva�on they have heard so many �mes in their false denomina�ons, or their own concepts in their mind. It’s amazing how many people may hear a
good plan of salva�on, but if you then ask them how a person gets to heaven, they will s�ll men�on bap�sm, or good works, or discuss some emo�onal or
claimed supernatural experience that they have had.

Addi�onally, we are imperfect communicators.We may accidentally leave parts out to where they cannot follow what we are saying. Or maybe they don’t
understand because they don’t speak English as their first language, or because they don’t understand some of the “Chris�an Lingo” that we’ve used. (e.g.
“sin debt”, “sinner”, “get saved”, “born again”, “washed in Jesus’ blood”, “jus�fied”, “accept Christ”, “convic�on”, “burden”, “holiness”)

It is possible to get a person to say a “sinners prayer,” and if they had said with sincerity from their heart, it would indicate that they have been saved. But
ge�ng them to say it doesn’t mean they really do understand or believe it.

Mat 7:21-23



1. If the person only par�ally
understands salva�on because of
incomplete informa�on, they will not
truly be saved. (Assuming that the
informa�on they are missing or wrong
about is one of eternal ma�er., e.g.
damnable to disbelieve – obviously
they can be wrong about or not know
the majority of right doctrine)
2. All the same issues men�oned
above will addi�onally be present.

Know your audience! If you have been having a conversa�on with this person and not just a monologue,
you should be able to have some idea what they know or how much they know. If you find out their
background, you may be aware of some false beliefs they must repent of to truly be saved. (e.g., if you
believe that Jesus is not God, or just one God of many, you cannot be saved un�l you repent of this)

It is possible for people to be saved “at the door” with a 15-minute conversa�on, but it is not possible
for most people. Most people don’t have all of the informa�on already. They need you to take �me. If
you truly care for the souls of people, you won’t rush through their salva�on, just like you wouldn’t want
a doctor to rush through heart surgery!

If you can tell the person has areas where they don’t understand salva�on properly, you should either
take the �me to tell them (e.g. speak to them maybe for several hours) or set up a �me to keep working
with them (or a series of bible studies.)

The person who has incomplete information (uninformed)The person who has incomplete information (uninformed)

what's the danger in
just having them
pray the prayer?

How should I properly deal with the person who doesn't have
all the information?

This is usually the case when people claim to lead young children to Christ, but can be the case in any situa�on. Here are some examples:

“All you have to do is believe in Jesus Christ to be saved. If you want to do this, just repeat this prayer a�er me: ….”

“The Bible says that if you believe that Jesus died and rose again, you will be saved. Do you believe this?”

“Do you want to go to heaven when you die? Great! Pray this prayer to ask Jesus to come into your heart…”

“If you make Jesus your Lord and Savior, you will go to heaven. Would you be willing to do this right now?"

The above examples are extremely minimalist. The reality is, that you can give a one hour-long gospel presenta�on and s�ll leave the person with
incomplete informa�on. I have seen many plans of salva�on (so-called) that omit the Resurrec�on of Christ. I have seen others that a Jehovah’s Witness
could have agreed with since they didn’t men�on that Jesus Christ is God. Other plans don’t require a person to admit that they are a sinner. Others leave
out that the person can’t also be trus�ng in good works, or believe in mul�ple systems. (e.g. I will add on Jesus and also try and be a good Mormon, just in
case)

You can lead a person in a prayer, and count them as saved, and not even know that they don’t believe that Jesus was sinless. Or that they believe that
Jesus was not fully human (1 John 4:3 says such a person is not saved.)

the
oversimplified
gospel

the
overcomplicated

gospel&&
It is good to be thorough. Just because something is not necessary for a person to believe in order for them to be saved
doesn’t mean that thing shouldn’t be shared with them or explained to them. Knowing this addi�onal informa�on may help
them understand. For example, a person doesn’t have to know about Adam and Eve’s first sin to be saved. But knowing that
helps us to understand how mankind became sinful.

So we’re not talking about things that we shouldn’t men�on – we are talking about what the actual requirements for
salva�on are. It’s not an overcomplicated gospel to tell someone about Adam’s fall, but if we say they must believe in Adam’s
fall to be saved, that would be an overcomplicated gospel.

It’s an oversimplified gospel to tell someone how they can be
saved, but there are condi�ons you have le� out, so that some
people may follow your instruc�ons and s�ll be unsaved.

If you tell someone how to be saved, but leave out that they
need to believe in the resurrec�on, and someone believes in
what you say, but denies the resurrec�on, they are not saved
because of your oversimplified gospel.

It’s an overcomplicated gospel to tell someone that they need to
believe in something that they don’t really need to believe in
order for them to be saved.

For example, some people think that a person must admit that
they have broken all of the Ten Commandments before they can
be saved. This isn’t necessarily true, and we could be se�ng a
higher entry barrier on salva�on than Jesus did.

Understanding all of the above, salva�on is really quite simple! It’s not difficult to understand.
The problem is not that the gospel is difficult to understand, the problem is with those who
don’t care enough to know what the true gospel is, those who don’t take the �me to explain
it right, and those who try to force people to profess something that they don’t really believe.

3 But I fear, lest by any means, as
the serpent beguiled Eve through his
subtilty, so your minds should be
corrupted from the simplicity that is
in Christ. (2Co 11:3)

Some people get a large dose of spiritual pride from ge�ng large
numbers of people to make professions. These people are very
offended and sensi�ve about anyone who ques�ons their
numbers or proposes any 'quality controls' on evangelism that
may make their numbers go down. Here's how to tell if someone
is truly leading people to Christ or just making false converts.

A Are they willing to ask their converts repeat back to them how a person can
be saved?
B Are they willing to follow up with their converts or to have someone else
follow up with them?
C Are they willing to explain the gospel to someone and then make it easier for
them not to say the sinners prayer than to say it?

How to tell if someone is attached to coercive 'soul winning' that doesn't actually save people:


